Coastal Energy Event, Fishguard 22 March 2017 at Fishguard Bay Hotel

Feedback on Energy systems workshop led by Dafydd Watts and Silas Jones 

Dafydd Watts gave a summary of what a smarter energy system might look like and gave some examples including: 

· Energy Local Bethesda  http://www.energylocal.co.uk/cydynni-the-guide/
· Smart Fintry  http://smartfintry.org.uk/
· Sunshine Tariff ACCESS, Mull https://www.regensw.co.uk/sunshine-tariff
· Levenmouth http://www.localenergyscotland.org/funding-resources/funding/local-energy-challenge-fund/capital-demonstration-projects/round-1-2015/levenmouth-community-energy-project/
· 
Silas Jones introduced the Smarter Energy Project, a cooperation and supply chain development scheme funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the Welsh Government.   This project aims to take the latest innovations in energy distribution (such as those discussed above) and apply them to projects that directly benefit communities in Wales.  

The workshops where then opened to a general discussion and people were invited to suggest possible projects in their communities. 

“Electricity to Gas or Hydrogen for district heating or individual house heating
Electric Vehicle clubs and charging infrastructure on excess electricity from renewables
Battery Storage at a community scale either 1 large system or numerous individual house batteries charged at times of excess generation
Creating an energy ecosystem grouping all local generating assets with re usage to localise advantages of local generation by understanding profiles of usage and generation.  In an area using excess supply in the local area”

“Cwm Arian Renewables 500/900kW single wind turbine with planning but not yet built – selling energy locally, energy efficiency.  Need to benchmark consumption in the area now.”  Does Smart Energy have a role in making such schemes economic in the post FiT world…”

“reopen the coal mines, there is 500 years’ worth in Wales.  Reopen coal fired power stations and burn coal in a clean way.”

“Is it possible to use compressed air to store energy?  Using the difference in atmospheric pressure between the surface of the earth and coal mines or seams under the sea.  Air could be forced into the tunnels when renewables are generating and then released during peak times to drive turbines”

“Pembrokeshire CC currently export black bag waste for incineration.  Could there be an AD plan in the county?”
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