








Dear Candidate


SUBJECT:  Upcoming Welsh Assembly Elections

Following the ambitious recommendations set out by the cross party Environment and Sustainability Committee on a ‘A Smarter Energy Future for Wales’  we are writing to you to find out your views on a Smarter Energy Future for Wales.

Sustainable Wales and Community Energy Wales have set out some of the challenges and opportunities for Locally owned Energy in the following resources.

https://youtu.be/9aTjFGCKKHE - A film promoting locally owned energy

http://communityenergywales.org.uk/community-energy-wales-manifesto/  - Community Energy Wales’ manifesto to support the development of social ownership of Renewable Energy

Have you seen the film?  It sets out some of the challenges and opportunities for locally owned Renewable Energy in Wales and asks questions such as:
	Should we put duties on local authorities for energy efficiency and renewable energy generation, both heating and electricity?  Should there be a target for local ownership as in Scotland?

How do we take control of our ageing and out of date grid system in Wales and ensure that it meets the needs of future generations?
	How do we ensure the right of local supply so that local people can become the direct beneficiaries of local renewable energy sources in Wales. 

How can we support greater democratisation of our energy market through greater local ownership and accountability?
How do we ensure this energy transition also ensures energy efficiency is at the heart of any proposals?
How do we ensure that any energy policy truly tackles Climate Change, Social justice and fuel poverty for current and future generations?
	Does Wales need greater powers over its own energy policy?


Community Energy Wales manifesto provides some of their suggestions as to how we can enable this to happen.  However, with the current policies coming from the UK government in Westminster (Reduction in FITs, removal of tax relief for community energy projects) it is making it increasingly difficult for these schemes to be viable.  If you are successful in your election campaign can you ensure us that you will work in partnership with Community Energy Wales and others to ensure that Wales takes advantage of it’s fantastic Renewable Energy resources and leads the way in transitioning to a sustainable, locally owned and smarter energy system. 

We look forward to hearing from you on the questions above.  We are excited by the opportunity for Wales to revolutionise the energy system in Wales.   

Yours sincerely




